
The Mountain Plains Library Association lost one of its most  
beloved members on December 30, 2016, when Dan Chaney, MPLA 
Webmaster, died after a brief illness.  As a 20+ year  
member, he gave so much of himself and his time to friends and  
colleagues and to the Association. Beginning when email was the  
only electronic communication available to members, Dan was  
instrumental in setting up MPLAôs communications systems and  
website. Dan was a man of many talents: he also served as the  
unofficial photographer, recording Board meetings, events, dinners, and 

conference moments, which often appeared on Facebook and other social media.   

A long-distance biking enthusiast, Dan would bring his bike to conferences  
wherever they were held and explore his 
surroundings.  An avid Cubs fan, he 
cheered the Chicago Cubs to victory  
during the 2016 World Series. Dan dearly 
loved the cocker spaniels who shared his 
life. (pictured: Jenny)  

Mickey Coalwell, MPLA President,  
described Dan as ñwitty, profane,  
probingly intelligent, creative, irascible, 
and deeply caring,ò an integral part of the 
MPLA organization, a friend and  
colleague. Dan was an Associate  
Professor and Subject Specialist  
Librarian at Oklahoma State University in 
Stillwater. 

In 2017, the MPLA Board voted to  
rename the Unsung Hero award in Danôs honor.  The award 
was recreated to reflect the unselfish and innovative service, 
often behind the scenes and without fanfare, that Dan 
Chaney brought to MPLA.   A $100 stipend was added to the 
award in his memory.   
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New and renewing membership is indicative of an association's value. 
Membership dues are crucial to an association's ability to provide 
 services to its members. The Mountain Plains Library Association, serving 
12 member states, has had a good membership base from which to  
recruit, and its word-of-mouth ROI over the years has always been high. 
Our current membership stands at 321 personal and 23 institutional,  
compared to last year's number of 335 and 23. In 2015, at about this time 
in the year, we had 305 personal and 16 institutional members. 

So you can see that MPLA is holding its own. It is, however not growing. The good news is that new 
members are steadily coming in to replace departing members, and MPLA members, once they get 
past the first two years, tend to stay members. Below is a chart with some member longevity  
numbers you may find interesting. 

The addition of the Leadership Institute to MPLA's service mission in 2002 had a positive effect on 
membership, and quickly became a signature event. The MPLA Leadership Institute has held ten 
sessions since 2002, in Ghost Ranch, New Mexico and Estes Park, Colorado. The eleventh Institute 
will convene in May of 2018, with Maureen Sullivan again serving as the leader, a role she has 
played since the beginning.   

To date, the Leadership Institute has graduated 87 fellows. Every single state in the MPLA region 
has at least two alumni of the Institute. Again, see the chart below. 

MPLA's membership ranks have included 391 women (77%) and 118 men (23%). 234 members 
come from public libraries (49%), 170 from academic libraries (35.5%), 29 from school libraries (6%) 
and 9 from special libraries (2%). State agencies, systems and cooperatives account for 36 of our 
institutional memberships (7.5%). 
 

 
-continued on page 3 
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Mickey Coalwell 



 Membership Longevity and Leadership  
Institute Fellows by State  

Last month, I formed an ad hoc committee to study our membership numbers and discuss their  
implications. Obviously, one goal is to grow our membership in terms of raw numbers, but we also 
want to consider the participation in our association by our member states, and see what lessons we 
can learn from states, like South Dakota, with a great record of successful recruitment and retention. 
Our new strategic plan will most assuredly encompass some membership growth and retention 
goals, linked to our commitment to diversifying our organization. 
  
I would like to invite you into this process. While our Membership Committee will take the lead in  
investigating membership issues through the work of the ad hoc committee, if you have any ideas 
that will help us grow and diversify our membership, or thoughts on how we can create a sustainable 
association that will survive and flourish into the next decades, please speak up and share. We  
depend on your ideas to power the future of MPLA. 
  

Warmest regards, 

Mickey 

 2017 
1 yr 

2016 
2 yr 

2014-5 
3-4 yr 

2011-13 5
-7 yr 

2008-10 8-
10 yr 

2003-07 
11-15 yr 

2002 - 
15+ yr 

  LI Fellows 

AZ 17 13 8 4 1 6 4   9 

CO 18 19 2 1 1 3 3   7 

KS 8 16 6 4 6 8 9   13 

MT 1 9 4 0 1 4 1   6 

NE 4 9 5 9 2 4 5   8 

NV 3 13 3 3 1 0 1   2 

NM 1 2 2 1 4 1 5   5 

ND 11 12 5 7 3 0 6   7 

OK 2 14 6 2 5 7 4   4 

SD 12 17 3 13 5 2 16   14 

UT 4 13 3 3 1 2 3   7 

WY 3 9 7 2 3 3 5   5 

  84 146 54 49 33 40 62   87 
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Terri Farley is the best-selling author of the Phantom Stallion series 
for young readers and Seven Tears into the Sea, a contemporary 
myth honored by the American Library Association.  She lives in 
northern Nevada.   
 
Terri is a member of the Society of Childrenôs Book Writers and  
Illustrators (SCBWI) and was honored by Nevada Writers Hall of 
Fame in 2010.    Her work has sold over two million copies in 27 
countries. She loves school visits and has taught readers' and writers' 
workshops for kindergarten to post-graduate level audiences in the 
U.S. and Canada. 
 
Her newest book is an adventurous all-ages work of non-fiction, Wild 
at Heart: Mustangs and the Young People Fighting to Save Them.   Wild at Heart has earned  
numerous awards including the Sterling North Heritage Award for Excellence in Children's  
Literature.  It has been honored by the National Science Teachers Association, American  
Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Junior Library Guild. 
 
Terri taught middle school and high school language arts and journalism in inner-city Los Angeles 
and Reno, Nevada. She holds a Masterôs degree in journalism.   She is an advocate for the Westôs 
wild horses and works with young people learning to make their voices heard. 
See more about Terri and her works at TerriFarley.com.   
 
MPLA recently instituted the Author membership category.  Author memberships include a listing on 
MPLA's "Authors Supporting MPLA" web page. Author members are eligible for member registration 
rates at MPLA Conferences and are eligible to vote in all MPLA elections.  See http://www.mpla.us/
forms/author-membership.html.  

at[!Ωǎ ŬǊǎǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊτ¢ŜǊǊƛ CŀǊƭŜȅΗ  

Jake Rundle 
Membership, Chair 
E: membership@mpla.us 
Join Today 

TerriFarley.com
http://www.mpla.us/forms/author-membership.html.
http://www.mpla.us/forms/author-membership.html.
https://mpla.us/services/membership/
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Do you know an individual, group, or organization in your state or 
library who is deserving of recognition?  Please nominate him/her 
for an MPLA award!  Awards will be presented at the 2017 MPLA 
Joint Conference with the Nevada Library  
Association, to be held in Stateline, Nevada (South Lake Tahoe), 
October 16 - 18, 2017.  You must be an MPLA member to  
nominate, although only some of the awards require  
membership of the honoree.  
 
 

MPLA Dan Chaney Unsung Hero Award:  To be given to an MPLA member who has  
consistently worked behind the scenes to create, administer, or support a library-related organization 
or project and who has not previously been recognized to the degree their work merits. 
  
At his death at age 52, Dan Chaney was Associate Professor and Social Sciences Librarian at  
Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. He had been an MPLA member for over 20 years. He served 
as MPLA Webmaster, unofficial photographer and social media contact, and received the Carl 
Gaumer Library Champion Award in 2009 for his service to MPLA. Witty, profane, probingly intelligent, 
creative, irascible, and deeply caring, Dan was beloved by his students and his colleagues.   
  
In 2017, MPLAôs Unsung Hero Award was renamed the MPLA Dan Chaney Unsung Hero Award, and 
a $100 stipend was added in Danôs honor. 
  
 
MPLA Beginning Professional Award:  To recognize an MPLA member who, as a  
librarian/media specialist within the first five years after being awarded a library/media degree, has 
made a positive impact on the quality and role of library service. Factors such as innovative  
programming and planning, use of resources, and special projects will be considered. 
 
 
MPLA Innovator Award: To recognize an up-and-coming individual(s) or group(s) in the MPLA  
region for a creative, inventive, trail-blazing project that has significance to the library community. 
  
MPLA Distinguished Service Award: To be given to an MPLA member who has made notable  
contributions to the library profession, furthered significant development of libraries in the Mountain 
Plains region, or performed exemplary service for an extended period of time. If the individual is  
retired, the nominee may be a past member of MPLA. 
  
 

-continued on page 6 
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Carl Gaumer Library Champion Award: To be given to the individual, organization or company 
whose positive support of the Mountain Plains Library Association is demonstrated by repeated  
conscientious endeavors towards libraries, library staff, trustees and professional activities. 
  
Carl Gaumer, Gaumer Reference Services, was a popular library book vendor and a major supporter 
of MPLA in the 1970ôs.  Based in Denver, Gaumer Reference Services served a number of western 
states. Carl traveled throughout the MPLA region and often exhibited at Library Association  
conferences.  Among MPLA members, he was most famous for sponsoring a train from Denver to  
Reno for a joint conference with the Nevada Library Association in 1978, providing a band and  
refreshments for the 106 librarians who took the train.  The award, originally named the Carl Gaumer 
Exhibitors Award, was later expanded and renamed to include any person or group who significantly 
supports and champions libraries.   
 
 
MPLA Literary Contribution Award: To be given to an author whose published writings have 
successfully furthered an understanding and appreciation of the Mountain Plains region. The author 
need not reside in the region. The nomination may be based on either a single work or a body of 
works. Published works will be evaluated on the basis of literary worth, readability, and evidence of 
responsible research.  
 
 

Nominations are due no later than August 1, 2017.   
A link to the Award Nomination Form is available at 

 http://www.mpla.us/services/awards/ 
 

http://www.mpla.us/services/awards/
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Apply now! 

DEADLINE: Monday, October 30, 2017 
 

V Employed in a library organization in MPLAôs 12-state region 
V Current member of one of MPLAôs 12 state library associations 
V Minimum of 5 years in a library-related job 
V Record of experience that demonstrates leadership potential 
V Expected continued contribution to the profession 
V A thoughtfully completed application 
V Two letters of recommendation 

 

More information at: http://mpla.us/quick-links/leadership-institute.html 

MPLA Leadership Institute  
April 29 ï May 4, 2018 

YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.mpla.us/services/mpla-leadership-institute/



